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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To simply and rapidly judge whether or not the deterioration 



of the quality characteristics of a silicon wafer is caused by heavy metal impurities or to 
make speciable the kind of a heavy metal impurity element when the deterioration of 
quality characteristics is caused by heavy metal impurities. 

SOLUTION: The method for inspecting the surface of a silicon wafer includes a process 
for washing the surface of a silicon wafer in which a known heavy metal is preliminarily 
diffused, a process for detecting the bright point on the surface of the silicone wafer by a 
foreign matter inspecting device, a process for preliminarily observing the shape of the 
bright point by a microscope or the like, a process for washing the surface of a silicon 
wafer to be inspected, a process for detecting the bright point on the surface of the silicon 
wafer by the foreign matter inspecting device and a process for comparing the shape of 
the bright point caused by the heavy metal on the surface of the silicon wafer having the 
heavy metal preliminarily diffused therein with the shape of the bright point on the surface 
of the silicon wafer to be inspected to specify the kind of the heavy metal element present 
in the surface of the silicon wafer to be inspected. 
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